2019 IMSA MICHELIN Pilot Challenge Hyundai Update
Round 2: Alan Jay Automotive Network 120 at Sebring International Raceway
#21 Harry Gottsacker and Mason Filippi
#98 Mark Wilkins and Michael Lewis
March 14-15, 2019
Racetrack: Sebring International Raceway
3.74-mile road course, features 17 turns
Race: Friday, March 15, 2019 at 12:05 pm ET (2 Hours)
TV: LIVE on IMSA.TV and Thursday, March 28, 2019 at 3 pm on NBC Sports Network
Live updates are available throughout the weekend on social media and www.bryanhertaautosport.com

FAST FACTS:
Top Five Debut: IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge’s youngest rookie pairing, Mason Filippi and Harry Gottsacker, earned
a top-five finish in their series debut at Daytona in the #21 Veloster N TCR. They are ranked fifth in the IMSA
MICHELIN Pilot Challenge championship with 26 points.
Miles Logged: The entire Bryan Herta Autosport team completed a successful test at Buttonwillow in California in
February. It was the first test for the team since they received their Veloster N TCR’s just before the season opener at
Daytona. In addition, BHA drivers Mason Filippi and Michael Lewis spent a day with media at the Hyundai proving
grounds in the Mojave Desert driving the Veloster N TCR.
Tech for a Day: Josh Hensley, the shop foreman/lead technician at Hyundai New Port Richey will be the “Hyundai
Team Tech” this weekend at Sebring. The service team at Hyundai Motor America’s headquarters uses the “Tech for a
Day” program as part of their motorsports program activation. Josh is a 12-year veteran with Hyundai New Port
Richey and was nominated by his service manager. “It’s every mechanic’s dream to work on a race team,” Hensley
said. “I think it will be faster paced than I am used to, but at the same time, as long as the car stays out of trouble, we
should be good. I know from first-hand experience how reliable these Veloster’s are and I can’t wait for this
experience.”

Veloster N TCR Race Winner: Mason Filippi scored two victories in the Hyundai Veloster N TCR sweeping the Pirelli
World Challenge races at The Circuit of The Americas with TFB Performance. Along with the victory, Filippi was
awarded $15k from Hyundai’s customer racing prize money contingency program.
Promoting the Brand: Harry Gottsacker and Mason Filippi joined Hyundai at the Chicago Auto Show last month to
promote the Veloster. The BHA drivers signed autographs and introduced fans to the new Veloster N showing them
the ins and outs of their Veloster N TCR race car.
Sebring Rookies Surrounded by Sebring Champions: Michael Lewis, Harry Gottsacker and Mason Filippi are new to
Sebring, but they are surrounded by experienced Sebring race winners. Teammate Mark Wilkins won the 12 Hours of
Sebring in 2016, Team owner Bryan Herta won the race in 2007 and team technical director John Ward, has
engineered two cars to victory at the 12 Hours of Sebring.
QUOTES:
Harry Gottsacker on Sebring: “This will be my first time at Sebring, and I can’t wait. It is one of the
most historic tracks in the world and is so different than most of the tracks we go to. It really is the
ultimate test of driver and car.” Harry Gottsacker on staying focused between events: “It’s been a
long break since Daytona, but I’ve been busy preparing for this event. We had a great test with the
Hyundai Veloster N TCR at Buttonwillow. I have been putting in time at the gym and on the simulator
to prepare for Sebring. This really keeps me focused on the next race.”

Mason Filippi on winning in the Veloster N TCR: “The Veloster N TCR performed perfectly and with
TFB performance behind it, we had a winning combination for COTA. Going into Sebring with extra
time in the car will be helpful and I am excited to use that knowledge leading into the week.”
Mason Filippi on Testing: “Buttonwillow was great, it is a unique track and has a good combination
of high speed and low speed turns where we were able to really get down and know the car and how
it will react in most scenarios. Sebring will be a lot stronger for us as drivers with more experience
now in the car since Daytona. I am really looking forward to jumping back behind the wheel and
racing with my teammate Harry and the awesome BHA crew at Sebring!”
Mark Wilkins on setting up the Veloster for Sebring: “Sebring is highly technical in nature
compounded by the bumps and variations in track surface/grip levels. After an extremely promising
inaugural event for the new Veloster N TCR at Daytona I think Sebring will bring a new set of
challenges but ones that should really highlight the many strong points of the car. The more corners
and the more technical the circuit the better! A well poised, confident car that’s great on the bumps
will be key to success. From what we learned on bumpy surfaces last season, I know we will quickly
hone in on a package that will be quick and competitive. We have ample testing and practice time to
dial the car in for Friday’s race!”

Michael Lewis on Hyundai’s program activation: “Since the last race in Daytona, Hyundai had our
team out to their California Proving Grounds in the Mojave Desert. It was for a media event to show
the Veloster N and the Elantra GT to members of the media. We had fun driving in the Veloster N
and Elantra GT and we also gave rides to members from Hyundai and to the media in our Veloster N
TCR Race Car. It was cool to see the excitement from passengers who rode in our race car. It is fast!
Driving both road version of the Veloster N and the race version of the Veloster N was cool because
you can really feel the similarities in the way the car handles. Having this media event was helpful
from a drivers’ standpoint because it gets you more laps in a race car. That for sure is helpful in the
long gap between Daytona and Sebring.” Michael Lewis on his physical and mental training between events: To keep
busy when there is a big gap in between races I focus on trying to get to local tracks to help other drivers, drive
simulators, and keep up with being physically in shape. These three things keep me busy and by race cars. The
simulator helps with driving and getting to hustle a car around the track and exercising keeps your mind and body fit.
Even just being at a race track is beneficial, as it keeps your mind focused on driving, racing, and some subtleties that

are good to keep in your head. It is fun to be racing again this week and to be back with Mark in our #98 Veloster N
TCR! Driving this course looks like it will be fun with our car. The track has fast turns and it is bumpy, and those two
things make it unique. Racing at Sebring means a lot because of the history of the track and the event. Adding
Hyundai to that history and tradition will be pretty cool!”
Bryan Herta, team owner on Round 2 of the IMPC: “We’re really looking forward to Sebring. It was such a whirlwind
leading up to Daytona. We received the first car and then almost immediately took it to the unveiling at the North
American Auto Show in Detroit, and then headed to Daytona. We had hardly caught our breath before the first race,
so we welcomed the break between races, and we made very good use of the time and had a chance now to go track
testing. In some ways, Sebring feels like the first race of the season for us…it’s the first one where we’ve been able to
test and be fully prepared, and we are optimistic based on everything we’ve learned, and from the speed and
reliability of the Hyundai Veloster N TCR.”
About Bryan Herta Autosport:
Founded in 2009, Bryan Herta Autosport has grown from a single car Indy-Lights team into a championship winning
auto racing franchise. Led by IndyCar and Sports Car star Bryan Herta, Bryan Herta Autosport has won races in every
discipline they’ve entered, including Indy Lights, Indy Car, Global Rally Cross, and Pirelli World Challenge. BHA rose to
prominence after winning the 2011 Indianapolis 500 in what was the final race of the Centennial Era, a celebration of
100 years of racing at The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, with driver Dan Wheldon. Five years late, BHA partnered
with Andretti Autosport, and defied the odds again, winning their second Indianapolis 500 with rookie driver
Alexander Rossi. BHA entered the Global Rally Cross Championship in 2015 under the name Bryan Herta Rallysport,
scoring multiple podiums and wins. In 2018, BHA entered the Pirelli World Challenge in partnership with Hyundai and
dominated the TCR class, winning seven races with drivers #98 Michael Lewis and #99 Mark Wilkins in the Hyundai
i30N TCR, securing the team and manufacturers championships in the process. For 2019, BHA continues its’
successful partnership with Andretti Autosport to field the #98 U.S. Concrete Honda with Curb Agajanian in the
IndyCar series for driver Marco Andretti. Also, in 2019, BHA takes their championship winning Hyundai TCR team to
the IMSA Pilot Challenge where they will enter the #98 Hyundai Veloster N TCR for Michael Lewis and Mark Wilkins
and the #21 for Harry Gottsacker and Mason Filippi. Bryan Herta Autosport is the U.S. sales agent and parts support
representative of Hyundai TCR race cars for customer teams. For more information, visit
www.BryanHertaAutosport.com.
About Hyundai Motor America:
Hyundai Motor America is focused on delivering an outstanding customer experience grounded in design leadership,
engineering excellence and exceptional value in every vehicle we sell. Hyundai’s technology-rich product lineup of
cars, SUVs and alternative-powered electric and fuel cell vehicles is backed by Hyundai Assurance—our promise to
deliver peace of mind to our customers. Hyundai vehicles are sold and serviced through more than 830 dealerships
nationwide with the majority sold in the U.S. built at U.S. manufacturing facilities, including Hyundai Motor
Manufacturing Alabama. Hyundai Motor America is headquartered in Fountain Valley, California, and is a subsidiary of
Hyundai Motor Company of Korea.
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